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Project Description and Goals:
This project started with the crafting of an instrument to assess religion in a qualitative manner. For this
purpose, we devised a board game.
The original intention was to locate experiences of transcendence, the “wholly other,” within space (a city
landscape). Drawing on Georg Simmel’s insights, the team members wanted to grasp objective and
subjective forms of religion; they hoped to tie these two dimensions together by mapping the realms of
religion. Besides developing an instrument to assess religion in a qualitative manner and revisiting
theories related to transcendence, two particular aspects moved to the centre of their analyses: the
inmates’ bodies and religious artefacts. Whereas they focused in the first part of the project on interviews,
they benefitted in the second part from participant observation.

Methodology:
a) Participant observation
b) Individual and group interviews.

Student Involvement:



Étienne Guertin Tardif, Université de Montréal
Monica Grigore, Université de Montréal

Results:
An important finding from the study at the jail was that experiences of transcendence are
embodied. As it turned out, the body was a place of transcendence. This resonated with studies
on “embodied devotional practices.”
Material objects, religious artefacts, are conspicuous at the jail. They convey different meanings.
They notably help establishing and maintaining relationships with supernatural characters,
family and friends. Wearing religious artefacts and keeping them close to one’s body—in one’s
cell, one’s bed—seemed to be particularly important for inmates.
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Seminar (Religion and Diversity Project)


10 May 2013, CCEAE, with Susan Palmer.
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