
Religion and Diversity Project - Ongoing Research Projects 
 

 

Christian Churches and Immigration: Integration and Identity - Samuel Reimer and Michael 

Wilkinson  

 

Team members Samuel Reimer and Michael Wilkinson received a 

2013-14 Innovation Grant from the Religion and Diversity Project for 

their research project entitled "Christian Churches and Immigration: 

Integration and Identity." To date, team member Samuel Reimer and 

Alisha Maskery (research assistant) have completed three focus 

groups (Moncton, Shediac and Halifax), along with several individual 

interviews and church site visits. They have found that many 

churches, and volunteers from those churches, are involved in 

supporting immigrants and sponsoring refugees. 

Samuel Reimer and Michael Wilkinson, along with other members 

of the “Christian churches and immigration” research team will 

present preliminary findings of this research at the Congress of the 

Humanities and Social Sciences at Brock University in May 2014. 

 

Jewish and Muslim Women in Israel: Religious Laws in Holy Lands - Pascale Fournier 

 

Through field work and interviews with six Israeli Jewish women 

(2011) and six Israeli Muslim women (2012), Team Member Pascale 

Fournier's project attempts to assess the concrete impact of religious 

and secular family law on women. 

In the case of Jewish women, her fieldwork reveals that Israeli 

religious law is not always a negative force that needs to be set aside 

by secular law. In fact, she documents many instances of 

empowering solutions sought by women through the religious 

avenue. Please click here for more information on this project. 

April 24, 2014  

 

 

 

http://www.pascalef.com/project-israel-palestine/
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La religiosité et le corps des détenus - Barbara Thériault 

Interested in discovering more about the results generated by 

the ongoing research project entitled "La religiosité et le corps 

des détenus" led by our Team Member Barbara Theriault? 

Read the publications entitled "Porter le chapelet. Formes 

religieuses dans une prison de femmes" and "Quand la religion 

se porte comme un vêtement. Une étude se penche sur 

l’importance du chapelet chez les femmes incarcérées." Please 

click here to read the project report.  

May 30, 2014 

 

Asian Christians in Vancouver - Michael Wilkinson  

As part of his “Asian Christians in Vancouver” project, Michael 

Wilkinson and Graduate Student Alida Oegema (Trinity Western 

University) interviewed a number of church leaders in Vancouver 

and have developed a case study on Kinbrace House, a church 

based program that focuses on refugees. The case study is based on 

interviews and site visits. Kinbrace offers numerous resources that 

support refugees including temporary housing, legal advice, 

orientation to Vancouver, assistance with understanding the refugee 

system, and personal support. 

For more information on this project, please click here. 

June 27, 2014 

 

 

Rukhsana Ahmed presenting at the Women and Technology Conference 

 

http://sir.sagepub.com/content/43/1/172.abstract
http://sir.sagepub.com/content/43/1/172.abstract
http://socio.umontreal.ca/departement/nouvelles-evenements/quand-la-religion-se-porte-comme-un-vetement-9814/
http://socio.umontreal.ca/departement/nouvelles-evenements/quand-la-religion-se-porte-comme-un-vetement-9814/
http://socio.umontreal.ca/departement/nouvelles-evenements/quand-la-religion-se-porte-comme-un-vetement-9814/
http://religionanddiversity.ca/media/uploads/theriault_-_prison_tanguay_-_2011-2012.pdf
http://religionanddiversity.ca/fr/projets-et-outils/projets/projet-d/subventions-pour-les-membres-de-lequipe/
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Team Member Rukhsana Ahmed was invited to be a keynote speaker during the "Women and 

Technology Conference" that was held on April 16, 2014 at Carleton University. The paper 

presented was based on Rukhsana's project, funded by the Religion and Diversity Project, 

entitled "An assessment of health beliefs among Muslim women in Canada: Implications for 

culturally and religiously appropriate health care practice."  

August 22, 2014 

 

Religion and Diversity Project 2014-2015 Innovation Grants 

Congratulations to our team members Pascale Fournier, Pamela 

Klassen and Barbara Thériault. They were awarded 2014-2015 

Innovation Grants from the Religion and Diversity Project for the 

following research projects. 

 Pascale Fournier: "Le sécularisme et les femmes de minorité 

religieuse" 

 Pamela Klassen: "Digital Dissemination of Spiritual Invention 

of a Nation: Media and Missionaries on Indian Land" 

 Barbara Thériault: "La religion en miniature: de la prison à la maison de transition" 

September 26, 2014 

 

Religion, Gender and Sexuality among Youth Project 

Through 2014, the Religion, 

Gender and Sexuality among 

Youth in Canada research team, 

comprised of Team Member 

Pamela Dickey Young (Primary 

Investigator), Heather Shipley 

(Collaborator), and Student Team Member Ian Alexander Cuthbertson (Research Assistant), 

interviewed survey participants and collected video diaries. Data analysis is underway, 

evidenced in multiple conference presentations and publications.  

October 22, 2014 
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Web-based Survey on Religious Identity (III): Application through Case Studies - Peter Beyer 

The current phase of this research is conducting an online survey on religious identity that will 

include adults from 18-40 years old from all parts of the country, of all religious identities, and 

of all backgrounds. In conjunction with this survey a longitudinal portion is re-interviewing 

approximately 100 of the participants in the previous two phases of the project at 5 or 10 year 

intervals from their initial participation. The aim is to discover continuities and changes in 

religious identity as these second generation participants move into their more mature adults 

lives and to compare those identities with the broader Canadian population. 

For more details on this project, please click here.  

December 18, 2014 

 

Web-based Survey on Religious Identity (III): Application through Case Studies - Peter Beyer 

 

This research project has delivered two preliminary analyses of survey data collected up to 

September 2014. Team Member Peter Beyer presented papers to this effect at the "Youth, 

Religion, and Identity: A Canadian and International Workshop", held at the University of 

Ottawa from October 16-18, 2014 (click here to read the Workshop report) and at the annual 

conference of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (SSSR) in early November 2014. 

During the fall of 2014, the research team also conducted 30 follow-up and 11 longitudinal 

interviews and is continuing to conduct such interviews in 2015. Recruitment for the online 

survey is also ongoing. Student Team Members Scott Craig and Alyshea Cummins are carrying 

out further analysis of the survey data. Further communication of results will take place at this 

year’s Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences, May 30 - June 5, 2015, in Ottawa.For 

more details on this project, please click here. 

February 5, 2015 

 

The Role of Churches in Immigrant Settlement and Integration - Samuel Reimer and Michael 

Wilkinson  

A team of researchers (led by the Centre for Community Based 

Research in Kitchener, Ontario) did case studies of churches with 

exemplary immigrant support and interviews with church leaders in 

Atlantic Canada, Montréal, Toronto and Vancouver. 

Our Team Member Michael Wilkinson was the regional research 

lead in Vancouver and our Team Member Samuel Reimer was the 

http://religionanddiversity.ca/media/uploads/youth_religion_identity_workshop_report_2014.pdf
http://religionanddiversity.ca/projects-and-tools/projects/riyyar/
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research lead in Atlantic Canada. The research team also conducted a national survey of church 

leaders. 

The research reports, summary of the interviews, case studies, national survey, as well as the 

regional reports are available at: http://www.communitybasedresearch.ca/Page/View/Churches_ 

and_Immigrants_Reports  

March 11, 2015 

 

2015 Annual Team Meeting Presentations 

Several Religion and Diversity Project team members and student team members presented the 

results of their ongoing research during our 2015 Annual Team Meeting, held from April 30-

May 1, 2015, at the University of Ottawa. Please click on the titles of the presentations to learn 

more about our team members' ongoing research projects.   

 An ordinary Day in religion - Christopher Helland 

 Christian Churches and Immigration: Integration and Identity - Michael Wilkinson and 

Samuel Reimer 

 Digital Dissemination of Spiritual Invention of a Nation: Media and Missionaries on 

Indian Land - Student Team Members Kaleigh McLelland and Meaghan Weatherdon 

(project led by Pamela Klassen) 

 Making Choices, Finding Meaning: Religion, Hook Up Culture and Sexual Behaviours 

among Youth in Canada - Student Team Member Ian Cuthbertson, Religion and 

Diversity Project Manager Heather Shipley and Pamela Dickey Young 

 Religious and Cultural Identities: Preliminary Finding - Student Team Members Scott 

Craig and Alyshea Cummins (project led by Peter Beyer) 

May 4, 2015 

 

New Project Reports 

We invite you to learn more about our team member's research by reading the latest project 

reports added to our "Team Research Projects" section:  

Recently added reports:  

 Donald Boisvert, “What kind of man are you?: Same-sex relations, masculinity and 

Anglican Angst”. Report  

 Anver Emon, “The Muslim male scholar as feminist authority”. Report  

 Rukhsana Ahmed, “An assessment of health beliefs among Muslim women in Canada: 

Implications for culturally and religiously appropriate health care practice”. Report 
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June 5, 2015 

 

Digital Dissemination of Spiritual Invention of a Nation: Media and Missionaries on Indian 

Land - Pamela Klassen 

Our Team Member Pamela Klassen and her team of student researchers (PhD students Meaghan 

Weatherdon, Judith Brunton, Kaleigh McLelland and undergraduate students Russell Turner, 

Erin Ray, and Tamim Mansour, all in the University of Toronto Research Opportunity Program) 

recently returned from a trip to the Rainy River where they presented the work-in-progress of 

their digital project, Story Nations, to 

community members at the Rainy River 

First Nations. Hosted by Art Hunter and 

Kylie Hanson of the Rainy River First 

Nations, the team also attended the annual 

Pow-Wow and visited the Kay-Nah-Chi-

Wah-Nung Historical Centre, home to the 

largest concentration of ancient burial 

mounds in Canada.  

July 8, 2015  


